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Design for Creating Value Beyond Boundaries
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ABSTRACT : Design is often easier to understand when we categorize it into binary pairs, such as

function and form, or use and non-use. In reality, however, the user’s circumstances and environment are
not so clearly divided; they exist as a seamless continuum. In this lecture, the starting point is a study titled
“Research on Finger Usage in the Rotary Control of Columnar Knobs,” which received the Ig Nobel Prize
for Engineering in 2022. Through this study, the relationship between unconscious human actions and
design is introduced. The lecture then presents examples from practical design work, including furniture,
bedding, bags, and folding bicycles, to show ways of harmonizing opposite states and functions. In the
latter part, the lecture explores the concept of “Phase Free,” which focuses on the continuity between “in
daily lives” and “in irregular situations,” a topic that has gained attention in recent years. The possibilities
of this concept are discussed from a design perspective.
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